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23rd April 2010

Dear Parents,
As you may well be aware we have found it necessary over the past week or so to have a major focus on the personal appearance of the pupils, this refers mainly to hair and makeup.

We get countless visitors to the school, almost without exception they comment on the very high standards of appearance, manners and behaviour of our pupils. However, in recent months we have been growing concerned about the appearance of a significant minority of pupils. We are very proud of the excellent reputation that this school has, we understand how maintaining it is vital to the future of the school and goes a long way to helping our pupils achieve the employment they want when they leave school. The reputation that “Dowdalians” leave the school with stays with them for many years. 

It is very difficult to draw the line with issues such as hair colour and to decide what is allowed and what is not. I am sure nobody would want to see pupils coming to school with extremes of colour and style. Where that extreme lies however is interpreted differently by different people. That is why we have to maintain standards that might seem very conservative.
Overleaf is a paper which I hope will clarify our requirements on uniform. This is not a change in policy. The uniform policy remains the same which has already been published and to which all parents and pupils have signed up to through the whole school partnership at the start of Year 7 and again in Year 10.

We understand fully that, at times, pupils may not agree with some of the school rules. This is why we have the school council, with representatives in all forms that can feed into that council. I would like to reassure you that we do listen carefully to the views of the school council and take actions where possible and appropriate. Examples are the recent relaxation of the rule that all girls must have their hair tied back, a redesign of the school uniform a few years ago, and the purchase of more picnic benches and covered areas around the site for the pupils to use. Pupils also get regular opportunities to share their views through the “pupil voice”. I am always more than happy to hear the views of parents on any matter regarding the policies of the school. Whilst it is impossible to please everybody all the time, you can be certain that all your views will be given due consideration.
I am pleased to say that the vast majority of pupils understand and support these standards and are working hard with us to ensure that their appearance is as we require. I would like to thank those parents that have had to support us with changes over the past two weeks.  
I look forward to continuing the strong relationship that Dowdales has with pupils and parents in moving the school from strength to strength.

Yours sincerely
Mr A Sinton

Acting Headteacher
